DIRECTOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS, ARCHAEOLOGY AND MUSEUMS,PUNJAB,CHANDIGARH





EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)


Expression of Interest is invited by the Department of Cultural Affairs, Archaeology and Museums, Punjab for providing consultancy services in field of design and architecture for the construction of Shaheed Udham Singh Memorial at Sunam on a site measuring 43 Kanals and 7 Marla’s.


Scope of Work


Prepare conceptual designs with reference to requirements given and prepare detailed estimates


Modify the conceptual designs incorporating required changes and prepare preliminary drawings and designs and study model for the client’s approval along with revised estimate cost.


Prepare working drawings, specification, BOQ and tender documents sufficient to commence work at site.


Monitor & supervise the execution of construction in order to ensure quality and adherence to time and other parameters. 





Terms of Reference, Conditions and other information regarding historical background of the memorial to be set up along with the timelines for the submission of response to the Expression of Interest can be accessed on the website www.punjabmuseums.gov.in or collected from the office during office hours at the address Plot No-3, Archives Bhawan,Sector-38-A, Chandigarh.


The interested applicants may submit their Expression of Interest on or before 3rd June 2011 by 3.00 P.M at the above address along with non refundable draft of Rs. 2500/- (Rs. Two Thousands and Five Hundred only) in favour of Director Cultural Affairs, Archaeology and Museums, Punjab, payable at Chandigarh. EOI submitted without requisite fee / charges of Rs. 2500/- shall be summarily rejected .


Subject:	Expression of Interest (EOI) given in Newspapers regarding design and Architecture for the construction of the Shaheed Udham Singh Memorial at Sunam


TERMS & CONDITIONS


Individuals/firms must provide information in support of their capability to carry out such works (profile, description of assignments completed successfully and currently in progress, availability of appropriate skills among staff, project delivery capability in India etc).


Individuals/firms will be considered based on qualifications, expertise, capabilities and past records.


Applicant must provide details of their team members who will work on this project along with their qualification and experience till the completion of the project. Principal applicant must be qualified architect/conservation architect with a minimum of 5 years experience in the field.


Individuals/firms should have completed at least three such works having a  value of not less than Rs. 1.00 Crore each and at least one work of Rs. 50.00 lakhs in a year. Certified copies of letters of contract of work should be submitted along with the applications. 


Applicants must have filed income tax returns for at least last 3 years. 


Director Cultural Affairs, Archaeology and Museums, Punjab reserves the rights to suspend Expression of Interest/process/accept/reject any application, if found incomplete or information provided by the agency/firm is inconsistent and inaccurate. The date of declaration of the qualified individual/firm will be at the discretion of DCAM.





Criteria for Final Selection 


Each eligible bidder shall be awarded marks based on the technical bid and concept presentation by the selection committee. The total score of each consultant will be calculated by weighing the score of the technical proposal and financial proposal. The weightage for the technical and financial proposal will be in the ratio of 70: 30. The individual/firm with the highest combined score shall be selected for the award of contract. 


Declaration of the award of contract


Information relating to evaluation of proposals and the recommendation concerning awards shall not be disclosed to the consultants/firms / organizations who submitted the proposal or to the other persons not officially concerned with the process. 


Canvassing 


Canvassing whether directly or indirectly in connection with the proposal is strictly prohibited and the proposal submitted by the consultant/firm/organization that resorts to canvassing will be liable to rejection. 


Award of Contract


Department of Culture shall notify the successful consultant/firm/ organization in writing by a registered letter / courier/speed post or bearer that his/her proposal has been accepted.


Letter of acceptance after it is signed by the consultant / firm / organization in token of his acceptance shall constitute a legal and binding contract between the Department of Culture and the consultant till such time the contract agreement is signed.


NOTE:


The interested applicants are required to submit the Financial Bids in sealed envelopes separately for the project of the construction of the Shaheed Udham Singh Memorial at Sunam. In addition, each applicant shall also give Technical Bid mentioning details about financial position, manpower, expertise available and similar works already executed by the applicants and a concept plan in hard & soft copy separately in sealed envelope. 


Interested consultants /agencies need to submit technical and financial bids separately in sealed covers at the following address by 03.06.2011 at 3.30 PM. The technical bids will be opened on the same date at 4.00 PM in the presence of applicants who may like to be present.  In case 03.06.2011 is declared a public holiday by Punjab Government, then the bids will be opened on the next working day. 


The concept presentation by the eligible bidders will be held on 07.06.2011 at 11.00AM at Plot No. 03, Archives Bhawan, Committee Room Anandpur Sahib Foundation, Sector 38-A, Chandigarh.


 The Financial Bids of applicants found suitable and competent to undertake the work will only be opened. 








Salient features of the project of the Memorials are as under:


The selected Consultant would be required to advise and assist DCAM on all issues relating to research, design, architecture, landscaping and Construction of the Shaheed Udham Singh Memorial at Sunam. The State Government of Punjab has identified the need to develop a modern Museum to create awareness in the present as well as future generations, about the contribution of our freedom fighters in the cause of our freedom as also to pay homage to this great son of Punjab. This Memorial will house the following components:


An Auditorium having a seating Capacity of 150-200 people;


A Museum providing proper space to keep the Mortal remains of the Martyr and other related material to him;


An Interpretation Centre;


Area/space for  installing the already available Statue of the martyr;


An Open Air theatre;


Tourist  Facilities including Refreshments and Toilets; and 


Samarak


************************************************************************








Life and History of Shaheed Udham Singh


Udham Singh (December 26, 1899 - July 31, 1940) was an Indian Sikh independence activist, best known for assassinating Michael O'Dwyer in March 1940 in what has been described as an avenging of the Jallianwalla Bagh Massacre.[1]


Udham Singh changed his name to "Mohammad Singh Azad" and was also known as Ram Mohammed Singh Azad, symbolizing the unification of the three major religions of India: Hinduism, Islam and Sikhism. Singh is considered one of the best-known of the more extremist revolutionaries of the Indian freedom struggle; he is also sometimes referred to as Shaheed-i-Azam Sardar Udham Singh (the expression "Shaheed-i-Azam," Urdu: Ôå?Ï ÇÚÙã, means "the great martyr"). Bhagat Singh and Udham Singh along with Chandrasekhar Azad, Rajguru and Sukhdev, were the more famous names out of scores of young firebrand freedom fighters in the early part of 20th-century India. These young men believed their motherland would win her freedom only through the forceful removal of the British rulers. For their strong belief in the use of violent means to achieve India's freedom, a nervous England labelled these men as "India's earliest Marxists/Bolsheviks".


Early life


Sher Singh was born in Sunam in the Sangrur district of Punjab to a Sikh farming family headed by Sardar Tehal Singh (known as Chuhar Singh before taking the Amrit). Udham Singh belonged to Kamboj lineage.[3] Sardar Tehal Singh was at that time working as a watchman on a railway crossing in the neighbouring village of Upall. Sher Singh's mother died in 1901. His father followed in 1907.


With the help of Bhai Kishan Singh Ragi, both Sher Singh and his elder brother, Mukta Singh, were taken in by the Central Khalsa Orphanage Putlighar in Amritsar on October 24, 1907. They were administered the Sikh initiatory rites at the orphanage and received new names: Sher Singh became Udham Singh, and Mukta Singh became Sadhu Singh. Sadhu Singh died in 1917, which came as a great shock to his brother. While at orphanage, Udham Singh was trained in various arts and crafts. He passed his matriculation examination in 1918 and left the orphanage in 1919.


Massacre at Jallianwala Bagh


On April 13, 1919, over twenty thousand unarmed Indians, mainly Punjabis , peacefully assembled in Jallianwala Bagh, Amritsar, to listen to several prominent local leaders speak out against British colonial rule in India and against the arrest and deportation of Dr. Satya Pal, Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew, and few others under the unpopular Rowlatt Act. Udham Singh and his friends from the orphanage were serving water to the crowd on a warm summer afternoon.


Not much later, a band of 90 soldiers armed with rifles and khukris (Gurkha short swords) marched to the park accompanied by two armoured cars with mounted machine guns. The vehicles were unable to enter the Bagh owing to the narrow entrance.[4] Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer was in command. The troops had entered the Bagh by about 5:15 PM. With no warning to the crowd to disperse, Dyer ordered his troops to open fire, concentrating especially on the areas where the crowd was thickest. The attack lasted ten minutes. Since the only exit was barred by soldiers, people tried to climb the walls of the park. Some also jumped into a well inside the compound to escape the bullets. A plaque in the monument says that 120 bodies were plucked out of the well alone.[5]


By the time the smoke cleared, hundreds of people had been killed and thousands injured. Official estimates put the figures at 379 killed (337 men, 41 boys and a six week old baby) and 200 injured, but other reports estimated the deaths well over 1,000[6] and possibly 1,300. The casualty figures were never fully ascertained for political reasons. The wounded could not be moved from where they had fallen, as a curfew had been declared. Debate about the actual figures continues to this day. Official figures say that 1,650 rounds of ammunition had been used.[9]


Udham Singh mainly held Michael O'Dwyer responsible for what came to be known as the Amritsar Massacre. New research supporting this fact reveal the massacre to have occurred with the Governor's full connivance "to teach the Indians a lesson, to make a wide impression and to strike terror through-out Punjab".[10] The incident had greatly shaken young Udham Singh and proved a turning point in his life. After bathing in the holy sarovar (pool of nectar), Udham Singh took a silent vow and solemn pledge in front of the Golden Temple to wreak a vengeance on the perpetrators of the crime and to restore honour to what he saw as a humiliated nation.[11]


Revolutionary and freedom fighter


Singh plunged into active politics and became a dedicated revolutionary.[12] He left the orphanage and moved from one country to another to achieve his secret objective, aiming ultimately to reach his prey in London. At various stages in his life, Singh went by the following names: Sher Singh, Udham Singh, Udhan Singh, Ude Singh, Uday Singh, Frank Brazil, and Ram Mohammed Singh Azad. He reached Africa in 1920, moving to Nairobi in 1921. Singh tried for the United States but was unsuccessful. He returned to India in 1924, reaching the U.S. that same year. There Singh became actively involved with freedom fighters of the Ghadar Party, an Indian group known for its revolutionary politics and its legendary founder, Sohan Singh Bhakna. Singh spent three years in revolutionary activities in the U.S. and organised Overseas Indians for the freedom struggle. He returned to India in July 1927 on orders from Bhagat Singh.[13] He was accompanied by 25 associates from the U.S. and brought a consignment of revolvers and ammunition.[14]


On 30 August 1927 Udham Singh was arrested at Amritsar for possession of unlicensed arms. Some revolvers, a quantity of ammunition, and copies of a prohibited Ghadar Party paper called "Ghadr-i-Gunj" ("Voice of Revolt") were confiscated. He was prosecuted under section 20 of the Arms Act.[15] In the court, Udham Singh stated that he fully intended to send British Imperialists in India to their violent deaths, and that he fully sympathised with the Bolsheviks whose objective was to liberate India from foreign oppression. Singh was sentenced to five years rigorous imprisonment. He stayed in jail for four years, missing the peak of India's revolutionary period and the actions of men like Bhagat Singh and Chandrasekhar Azad. Bhagat Singh was executed at the gallows with his fellow revolutionaries Raj Guru and Sukhdev on March 23, 1931 for the murder of Deputy Superintendent of the Police J. P. Saunders, while Udham Singh was still in jail.


Udham Singh was released from jail on 23 October 1931. He returned to his native Sunam, but constant harassment from the local police on account of his revolutionary activities led him back to Amritsar. There he opened a shop as a signboard painter, assuming the name of Mohammed Singh Azad.


For three years, Udham Singh continued his revolutionary activities in Punjab and also worked on a plan to reach London to finish O'Dwyer. His movements were under constant surveillance by the Punjab police. He visited his native village in 1933, then proceeded to Kashmir on a clandestine revolutionary mission, where he was able to dupe the police and escaped to Germany. Singh ultimately reached London in 1934 and took up residence at 9 Adler Street, Whitechapel (East London) near Commercial Road. According to the secret reports of British Police, Singh was on the move in India till early 1934, then he reached Italy and stayed there for 3–4 months. From Italy he proceeded to France, Switzerland and Austria and finally reached England in 1934 where he purchased and used his own car for travelling purposes.[16] His real objective however, always remained Michael O'Dwyer. Singh also purchased a six-chamber revolver and a load of ammunition.[17] Despite numerous opportunities to strike, Singh awaited a right time when he could make more impact with the killing and internationalize the event.[18]


Shooting in Caxton Hall


At last, the opportunity came on 13 March 1940, almost 21 years after the Jallianwala Bagh killings: A joint meeting of the East India Association and the Royal Central Asian Society was scheduled at Caxton Hall, and among the speakers was Michael O'Dwyer. Singh concealed his revolver in a book specially cut for the purpose and managed to enter Caxton Hall. He took up his position against the wall. At the end of the meeting, the gathering stood up, and O'Dwyer moved towards the platform to talk to Lord Zetland. Singh pulled his revolver and fired. O'Dwyer was hit twice and died immediately. Then Singh fired at Lord Zetland, the Secretary of State for India, injuring him but not seriously. Incidentally, Sir Luis Dane was hit by one shot, which broke his radius bone and dropped him to the ground with serious injuries. A bullet also hit Lord Lamington, whose right hand was shattered.[19] Udham Singh did not intend to escape. He was arrested on the spot.


His weapon,a knife, his diary, along with a bullet fired on the day are now kept in the Black Museum of Scotland Yard.


Reaction to Caxton Hall Shooting


Back in India, there was a strong reaction to this assassination. While the Congress-controlled English speaking press of India condemned Singh's action in general terms, independents like Amrit Bazar Patrika and New Statesman took different views. In its March 18, 1940 issue, Amrit Bazar Patrika wrote, "O'Dwyer's name is connected with Punjab incidents which India will never forget". New Statesman observed: "British conservatism has not discovered how to deal with Ireland after two centuries of rule. Similar comment may be made on British rule in India. Will the historians of the future have to record that it was not the Nazis but the British ruling class which destroyed the British Empire?"


Indians all over regarded Singh's action as justified and an important step in India's struggle to end Britishcolonial rule in India.[20] 


This groundswell of anti-British feeling, say many historians, served as the launch pad for Mahatma Gandhi's Quit India movement launched two years later in 1942, that triggered the end of British rule in India just five years later in 1947, culminating in Indian independence on Aug. 15, 1947.


PtJawaharlal Nehru wrote in his National Herald: "Assassination is regretted but it is earnestly hoped that it will not have far-reaching repercussions on political future of India. We have not been unaware of the trend of the feeling of non-violence, particularly among the younger section of Indians. Situation in India demands immediate handling to avoid further deterioration and we would warn the Government that even Gandhi's refusal to start civil disobedience instead of being God-send may lead to adoption of desperate measures by the youth of the country".[24]Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was the only public leader of great importance who approved of Udham Singh's action. Bose advocated the approach that the political instability of war-time Britain should be taken advantage of—rather than simply wait for the British to grant independence after the end of the war (which was the view of Gandhi, Nehru and a section of the Congress leadership at the time). Bose advocated a campaign of mass civil disobedience to protest against Viceroy Lord Linlithgow's decision to declare war on India's behalf without consulting the Congress leadership. Having failed to persuade Gandhi of the necessity of this, Bose organised mass protests in Calcutta. As R.C. Aggarwara writes in his 'Constitutional History of India and National Movement' the daring deed of Udham Singh blew the bugle for renewed struggle of India's freedom struggle.


The Punjab section of Congress Party in the Punjab Assembly led by Dewan Chaman Lal had refused to vote for the Premier's motion framed to express abhorrence and condemnation of the Caxton Hall outrage as well as to express sympathy with Lady O'Dwyer.[25]


In the Annual Session of All India Congress Committee (April 1940) held at Ramgarh where a National Week (6 to 13 April) in commemoration of 21st anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh Massacre was being observed, the youth wing of the Indian National Congress Party started raising revolutionary slogans "Udham Singh Zindabad", "Long Live Udham Singh" and "Inquilab Zindabad" in support of Udham Singh approving and applauding his action as patriotic and heroic.[26]


Most of the press worldwide remembered the story of Jallianwala Bagh and held Michael O'Dwyer fully responsible for the events. Singh was called "fighter for freedom" by The Times, London, and his action was said to be "an expression of the pent-up fury of the downtrodden Indian People".[28]Bergeret, published in large-scale from Rome at that time, ascribed the greatest significance to the circumstance and praised Udham Singh's action as courageous.[29]Berliner Borsen Zeitung called the event "The torch of the Indian freedom", and German radio repeatedly broadcast: "The cry of tormented people spoke with shots". And "Like the elephants, the Indians never forgive their enemies. They strike them down even after 20 years".


Trial and execution


On 1 April 1940, Udham Singh was formally charged with the murder of Michael O'Dwyer. While awaiting trial in Brixton Prison Udham Singh went on a 42-day hunger strike and had to be forcibly fed daily. On 4 June 1940, he was committed to trial, at the Central Criminal Court, Old Bailey, before Justice Atkinson. Atkinson sentenced him to death. On 31 July 1940, Udham Singh was hanged at Pentonville Prison. As with other executed prisoners, he was buried later that afternoon within the prison grounds. 


Repatriation


In July 1974, Udham Singh's remains were exhumed and repatriated to India at the request of S. Sadhu Singh Thind, an MLA from Sultanpur Lodhi at that time. He asked Indira Gandhi to request that the then-British Government hand over Udham Singh's remains to India. Sadhu Singh Thind himself went to England as a special envoy of the Indian Government and brought back the remains of the Shaheed. He was given a martyr's reception. Among those who received his casket at Delhi airport were Shankar Dayal Sharma, then president of the Congress Party, and Zail Singh, then chief minister of Punjab, both of whom later went on to become Presidents of India. Indira Gandhi, the prime minister, also laid a wreath. He was later cremated in his birthplace of Sunam in Punjab and his ashes were immersed in the Sutlej river











